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As you know, Doctor Hans Weill extended an invitation to 
all compan1 ~ ~ manufacturing TDI for representa tives to tr .et in New Orleans 
on 18 Jun · t~ order to be apprised of a study being conducted on employees 
that are '-~ . in a new TDI plant at Lake (;harles, Louisiana. The plant 
is owned and _ _.ll be operated by Olin Chemicals and this present •· a unique 
opportunity to perform health evaluations on workers before and after 
exposure to TDI. 

Conducting the meeting were academicians from Tulane 
University and Louisiana State Univers i ty Schools of Medicine . Companies 
sending representatives t o the meeting were DuPont, BASF Wyandotte, Allied 
Chemical, Rubi con Chemical , UCC. and, of course, Olin Chemical. 

Doctor Weill from Tulane University made introductory remarks, 
Miss Wagonstock of LSU presented briefly inf ormation on selection of workers 
and controls to participate in the study, Doctor Bryan Butcher of LSU presented 
information on immunologic procedures that were to be undertaken on employees' 
blood serum, Mr. Arthur Neilson spoke about TDI sampling prucedures, methods 
and equipment and Doctor Weill presented a lengthy discussion on pulmonary 
function testing of workers. 

The invitational letter also indicated that experiences of 
other plants regarding the health of workers engaged in the manufacture of 
TDI would be discussed. Unfortunately, this did not occur and it appeared 
that Tulane, LSU and Olin were not interested particula=ly in past experience 
of other plants. 

The talks were informative, yet presented no new information 
and, at the present time, it is too early for presentation of worthwhile 
statistics. It is a . unique opportunity but it appears that one of their 
objectives is to either ptove or disprove the information that Doctor Peters 
cf Harvard University has })laced recently a number of times in the medical 
literature the information that TDI exerts chronic effects on lung function. 
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After pre~enting the information outlined above, funding was 
discussed. It appears that Tulane and LSU are conducting th:!.s study for Olin 
und er a federal grant. T;le money budgeted during the past fiscal year was 
less t han LSU, Tulane and Olin had 8nticipated, resulting in a $10,000 deficit. 
An appea l is going to be made to other 1'DI rna ufacturers to provide a share 
eL..:h to cover the deficit. They be.l.ieve that the money buuget~d for the present 
fiscal year will be sufficient but they h~ve no way of confirming this at 
present. There is a possibili ~ y, of course, that next ye~r they may wish the 
other manufacturers to make up an even larger deficit. 

Since the study is being done for Olin and $135,000 has already 
been provided through a federal grant, it seems logical that Olin coulc; provide 
the $10,000. Doctor Weill pron1ised to send the explanatory letter and request 
to the other TDI manufacturing companies in the very near future. 
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